Russian 4831

Core: Literature and Arts or Contemporary Societies

CONTEMPORARY RUSSIAN LITERATURE

Tuesday and Thursday, 2:00-3:15

Professor: Mark Leiderman

Office: McKenna 216, 
e-mail: leiderma@colorado.edu; phone: 2-7957

Office hours: TR 5:00-7:00
Course objectives: 

We will focus on postmodern Russian literature, i.e. literature of late soviet underground and works written after 1991.While discussing these texts, we will address the issues of politics, re-assessment of history, gender, family, national identity, violence and terrorism.  In general, the course and the literary texts which the students will read will deepen the students' understanding of the complex processes that define disintegration of a totalitarian society and liberation from the social institutions, traditions, and stereotypes shaped by the totalitarianism. This course will also help students to understand the social and cultural contexts that influences the life of Russians in the present.

The format of this course consists of lectures, class discussions of readings, and the presentation of visual materials (slides and video). The readings are the primary source of information for this course, but students are also responsible for any additional material presented orally in class. You are expected to find out from your classmates about information or materials you might have missed due to absence from class. If you haven't read the text we are discussing, I will mark you as absent.
Attendance and Participation: 

Students must attend all classes; attendance will be taken. Three unexcused absences are permitted in the semester. More than three unexcused absence will automatically result in the lowering of your score by one letter grade. More than 5 unexcused absences will result in automatic F, regardless of the student's standing in the course. If serious illness prevents class attendance, documentation is required in the form of a letter from a doctor. It is the students’ responsibility to find out from me or from their classmates whether important information or materials were handed out during a session they missed. Make-up works are permitted in the case of excused and documented absence.

Assignments and Grading:
Participation…………..................................................……………….……
20%  

1 take-home exam ………….……………………………………………...
20%
2 Book reviews…………………………………………………. 
20% (10% each)
Mid-term exam……………………………………………………..…….. 
20%

Final exam/paper………………………………………………………..... 
20%

· Your participation in the class discussions will constitute 20% of your final grade. Therefore, it is crucial to speak up and to avoid silent presence in class. If you have trouble with speaking publicly, please come to see me as early as possible, and I will provide with the special presentation assignment that will increase your visibility in the class. You can also submit response papers (1-2 double-spaced pages) on a topic discussed in class. They will count as oral participation and should be turned in no later than by the next class meeting.  
· You will have to write two book reviews on any two novels/long stories/ collections  of short stories that we will read (2-3 double-spaced pages). There will be two deadlines: on Oct.14 for the first review and on Nov.23 for the second. However, it would be preferable and desirable if you will turn your reviews in, prior to these dates. Your reviews should NOT retell the book you are writing about. They should contain the answers to the following questions: (1) What is the main theme/subject of this book? (2) Which aspects of the narrative,  characters’ depiction,  and imagery reflect this theme most expressively? (3) How the plot and the characters demonstrate the development of the main theme? (4) What contradictions/ weakness in the book structure and logic? How do these contradictions undermine the author’s message?
· The comprehensive midterm exam will help to measure the students' understanding of the material.  Both midterm and final exam will be given in a form of essay questions selected from the list distributed beforehand.  
· As an option, instead of the final exam you may write a research paper (5-7-page double-spaced), the topic of which should be discussed with me during my office hours.  The research paper will require analysis of the texts that were not discussed in class, plus it should demonstrate your knowledge of different critical perspectives on contemporary Russian literature.
I encourage students with disabilities, including non-visible disabilities such as chronic diseases, learning disabilities, head injury and attention deficit/hyperactive disorder, psychiatric disabilities, to discuss with me, after class or during my office hours, appropriate academic accommodations during the first two weeks of class.
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to
me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may
be addressed. Disability Services determines accommodations based on
documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.EDU/
disabilityservices).

I will make every effort to accommodate all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments, or other required attendance, provided they notify me at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled conflict. If a quiz or exam is scheduled on a religious holiday, I will provide a suitable option for the affected students.  Typically, I will offer an opportunity for a makeup exam or an equivalent assignment. 

The reading materials for this course consist of 4 books,  short texts and critical material on the reserve in the Norlin library (available in PDF format here: http://libraries.colorado.edu/screens/reserve.html  ). In addition, I will distribute reading materials in class as hand-outs.

Required texts:

1. Erofeev Venedikt. Moscow to the End of the Line.
2. Petrushevskaya, Liudmila. Time Night.
3. Pelevin Viktor. A Werewolf Problem in Central Russia.
4. Pelevin Viktor. Homo Zapiens.
5. Akunin, Boris. Winter Queen.
6. Texts on Electronic Reserve at Norlin 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
(subject to change)

Aug.24 
Introduction. Contemporary Russian Literature: Crisis or Renaissance?


26
READ: Lowell, Marsh. "Culture and Crisis" (on reserve).
Unit 1. Terror

31
READ: Tolstaya, "The Great Terror and Little Terror." Rubinshtein, “The Smoke of the Fatherland” (on reserve)
Sept. 2

READ: Dovlatov, “Performance” (on reserve)

7 

READ: Makanin. “The Prisoner of the Caucasus” (on reserve).
9
Continued
14
READ: The Presniakov Brothers ”Terrorism" (on reserve)
16
Continued. ASSIGNMENT FOR TAKE-HOME EXAM #1.
Unit 2. Being the Other
21
READ: Erofeev, Moscow to the End of  the Line, p.12-71
23
READ: Erofeev,  71-130

28
READ: Erofeev, 130-164. TAKE-HOME EXAM IS DUE. 
30
NO CLASS. Fall Break

Oct.5
READ: Epstein “Charms of Entropy,” Lipovetsky “From an Otherwordly Point of View” (on reserve).
Unit 3. Women’s Prose: The Same or the Other?
7
READ: Tolstaya. "Women's Lives", Goscilo,”Perestroika or Domostroika: The Construction of Womanhood Under Glasnost” (on reserve)
12
READ: Petrushevskaya Immortal Love: "Crossing the Fields,""A Dark Fate," "Immortal Love"(on reserve)
14
READ: Petrushesvkaya,  "Our Circle"(on reserve)

Book review #1 is due.
19
READ: Petrushevskaya, Time Night, 1-52.
21 
READ: Petrushevskaya, Time Night, 52-104.
26
READ: Petrushevskaya, Time Night,
 104-155.
28
READ: Goscilo, “Mother as Mothra,”  Woll, “Kitchen Scandals” (on reserve)
Nov.2
MIDTERM EXAM  
Unit 4.  The Identity Quest.
4
READ: Baudrillard. From “Simulacra and Simulation” (Electronic book: A Postmodern Reader / Edited By Joseph Natoli And Linda Hutcheon (pp.342-7, 351-4, 358-62). Pelevin.  “Prince of Gosplan.” (A Werewolf Problem in Central Russia) 
9
READ: Pelevin, “Sleep,” “Vera Pavlovna,” “Bulldozer Driver’s Day.” (A Werewolf Problem in Central Russia)
11

READ: Homo Zapiens, chapters 1-5
16
READ: Homo Zapiens, chapters 6-10
18
READ: Homo Zapiens, chapters 10-16.
23

READ: Final discussion on Pelevin.  

Book review #2 is due.
25
NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK
30
READ: Akunin, The Winter Queen. Chapters 1-4.
Dec.2

READ: Akunin,  chapters 5-10.
7

READ. Akunin, chapter 11-17
9

Final Discussion on Akunin. 
FINAL EXAM: December 14, 7:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
