CULTURAL MYTHOLOGIES OF RUSSIAN COMMUNISM

Russian 4221

Core Curriculum: Ideals and Values

TR 12:30-1:45, GUGG 206
Instructor: Mark Leiderman

Tel: 2-7957

E-mail: leiderma@colorado.edu
Office hours: TR, 2:00-3:00 pm, and by appointment.
McKenna 216

Course description:
This course investigates the ideals and values shaped by totalitarian ideology and social practices within Soviet culture, especially during the Stalinist period.  These values are manifested through various mythological constructs, which provide specific interpretation of such universal concepts and ideals as revolution, happiness and utopia, political leaders, heroes, enemies, etc.  The goal of the course is to detect the specifically totalitarian components in the cultural/ political overtones of these concepts.  We will analyze the validity and justification of these mythological models in Stalinist culture, the reasons for their popular appeal, their forms of propagation, and their effects on people’s minds and behavior.  We will investigate such myths as those of a godlike leader, the utopian future, a new man, a superhero, the class enemy and the "enemy of the people".  The analysis will be based on a wide range of cultural data, such as literary and visual propaganda materials, documentary and feature films, popular songs, poems, slogans, and jokes. 
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Richard Pipes, Communism: A History. New York: A Modern Library Chronicles Book, 2001.
Stalinism: The Essential Readings. Ed. by David Hoffman, London: Blackwell, 2003.

Von Geldern, James and Richard Stites. Mass Culture in Soviet Russia: Tales, Poems, Songs, Movies, Plays and Folklore,  1917-1953. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995.

Texts on E-Reserve.

OPTIONAL:
Rayfield D., Stalin and His Hangmen. New York: Random House, 2005.
GRADING:

Attendance and Participation

25%
Two take-home tests


30% (15% each)
Two reviews



15% (7.5% each)

Final exam/ paper


20%
Group presentation                           
10%

Tests: There will be 2 take-home tests. Each test will require some new reading.  You will be expected to apply the concepts from the given reading to the material discussed in the reviewed unit. Typically, a test will include from 2 to 4 small essay questions. It should be typed and printed and should not exceed 2 double-spaced pages.
Group presentations: Each of you is required to participate in one group presentation. The size of the group should not exceed 3 students, each of whom will receive the same grade. Your presentation should necessarily be based on additional readings.  I expect you to be able to find relevant materials independently. However, I will be happy to assist you if your research is not successful. Your presentation should also include (1) handouts for the rest of the class and (2) a power-point presentation.  The presentation should be 10-12 minutes in length. Presentations that exceed the time limit will be interrupted. You MUST meet with me during my office hours and discuss the outline of your presentation at least ONE WEEK prior to the scheduled date. Otherwise, you will not be allowed to present.
Topics: 
	Lenin

Trotsky

Civil War

NEP

Stalin’s Biography

Stakhanovites

Chkalov and record flights

The Exhibit of Soviet Economic Achievements


	The Palace of Soviets

Show-Case Trials of 1937-1939

Collectivization and the Famine

Dzierzhynski and the Cheka

Menzhinsky and Iagoda

Show-Case Trials of the late 1930s 

Ezhov

Beria

Post-War Nationalism




Reviews: There will be many literary texts and film screenings in this course. You will have to write two 1000-word reviews for any two of your choice (one film and one lit. text, two films, two lit. texts). Each screening and literary text reading will be accompanied by the questions for the discussion. In your review, you should answer at least 2 of these questions. There will be two deadlines for film reviews: you will have to turn in your review #1 before February 26, and review #2 – before April 29.
Final Exam: will consist of 4-5 essays on the entire course material but with the predominant emphasis on the last unit.
ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION: 

Students must attend all classes; attendance will be taken. One unexcused absence is permitted in the semester. More than one unexplained absences will affect your final grade (each unexcused absence counts 5% off the “attendance and participation” part of your grade). Please bring written medical excuses for all absences that conflict with exams or papers; contact the instructor by phone if you are absent for more than two classes in a row. More than 5 unexcused absences will result in automatic F, regardless of the student's standing in the course. If serious illness prevents class attendance, documentation is required in the form of a letter from a doctor. It is the students’ responsibility to find out from me or from their classmates whether important information or materials were handed out during a session they missed. Make-up works are permitted in the case of excused and documented absence.

If you have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments, or other required attendance, due to your religious obligations, please notify me at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled conflict. If you miss an exam because of the conflict with your religious obligations, you will be given an opportunity to take or turn it in later (no more than a week after the scheduled date). Otherwise, you are encouraged (but not required) to see me during my office hours for the discussion of the material you missed. If you miss a screening, you must make it up by viewing on your own, in the Media Library in Norlin or in the ALTEC laboratory.  

Due to the nature of this class, an attendance without participation in class discussion will not fulfill the requirements for the excellence in “attendance and participation” part of your final grade. You are expected to participate in class discussions, and your contribution will be marked by me after every class. You can maintain a high level of participation if you contribute AT LEAST to every other class discussion. Instead of oral participation, you may  submit short response papers which will count as you contribution to the discussion. Response papers should be turned in no later than by the beginning of the next class; you may also send them to me via e-mail.

My policy on lateness of papers and assignments is as follows: students who have a legitimate excuse (illness, etc.) must check with instructor or prior to the due date of the paper in order to receive an extension. Unexcused late papers are marked down at the following rate: I subtract 5% off your grade per week. Example: an A paper that is one week late is marked A-; if handed in during the second week it would be B+.

DISABILITY:   

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter to me from Disability Services in a timely manner (during the first two weeks of classes) so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, or www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices   

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic
dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Additional information on the Honor Code can be found at  http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html   

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES (subject to changes)

MYTH AND IDEOLOGY: INTRODUCTION
Jan 15
Introduction. Definitions of myth. Approaches to myth. Myth and  ideology.
17
Communist Theory and Ideology. Read:  Pipes. Communism.  P. 1-21. Sinyavsky,  “Stalin: The State-Church” (on Electronic Reserve).
22
Communism and Nazism. Read: Eco, “Ur-Fascism,” Bauman, “The Century of Camps” (both on ER). [Assignment for Take-Home Test #1]
24

Read: Meletinsky, “The Classical Forms of Myth” (on ER).

29

Screening: Good Bye, Lenin [take-home exam assignment handed].
31
Cont. screening. Discussion of the film. Take-home test #1 is due.
REVOLUTION, UTOPIA, EQUALITY
Feb.5
Read:  Pipes, Communism, pp. 21-52. Group presentations: Lenin, Trotsky, Civil War, NEP.
7
Equality: Myth of a Societal Machine.  Read: Stites, “The Republic of Equals” (on ER). Von Geldern and Stites, pp.3-6, 257-58, 201-212.
12
The Visions of the Future I.  Read: Zhukov, “Voyage of the ‘Red Star’ Pioneer Troop.” (Von Geldern and Stites, 90-112)
14
The Visions of the Future II. Read: Mayakovsky. “The Bedbug” (on ER)
19
Screening: The Baltica Deputy.
 
21

Discussion of the film. Read: Bulgakov, Heart of a Dog, chapters 1-4.
26  
Read: Bulgakov, Heart of a Dog, chapters 5-epilogue. Film/book review #1 is due.

STALINISM AS A CIVILIZATION

28
Read: Pipes, Communism, pp.53-113. Group presentation: Stalin’s Biography.
March 4
Soviet Quasi-Religion. Read:  Suny R. “Stalin and His Stalinism” (Stalinism, 13-37); Von Geldern  and Stites, 321-25, 271, 327, 421-22.
6
Read: Kotkin, “Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization” (Stalinism, 105-127). Film (TBA).
11
Read: Lewin,  “Grappling with Stalinism” (Stalinism, 37-62). Van Geldern  and Stites, 86-90, 298-301. Film (cont.) [Assignment for the take-home test #2 ].
13
The Myth of the Great Family. Read: Clark, “The Stalinist Myth of the Great Family” (on ER) Von Geldern and Stites, 234-37, 271.
18
Socialist Realism. Read: Clark, “The Sense of Reality in the Heroic Age” (on ER). Von Geldern and  Stites, 216-27.
20 
Screening: The Road to Life. Take-home test #2 is due.
25 
Discussion of the film. Group presentations: Stakhanovites, Chkalov and record flights, the Exhibit of Soviet Economic Achievements, the Palace of Soviets.
27
Soviet Subjectivity. Screening: I Served in Stalin’s Guard. Read: The Diary of Stepan Podlubnyi (on ER). 
SPRING BREAK
April 1
Discussion of the film and the diary. Read: Fitzpatrick, “Everyday Stalinism” (Stalinism, 161-178), Hellbeck, J. “Working, Struggling, Becoming” (Stalinism, 181-210). 
TERROR AND GULAG
3
Myth of the Enemy. Read: Holquist P. “State Violence as Technique” (in Stalinism,127-156). Von Geldern and Stites, pp.301-303, 401-406, 450-53.
18 
Group Presentations: Dzierzhynski and the Cheka, Collectivization, Menzhinsky and Iagoda, Show-Case Trials of the late 1930s, Ezhov.
10
GULAG. Read: From Applebaum’s Gulag: A History, chapters “The Prisoners” and “Women and Children” (on ER).
17
 Read: From Applebaum’s Gulag: A History, chapters “The Dying” and “Strategies of Survival” (on ER).
22
Read: Shalamov Kolyma Tales (on ER). 
24
 Read: Shalamov Kolyma Tales (on ER). 
29 
Read: Von Geldern and Stites, 190-201. Group Presentations: Beria, Post-War Nationalism. Film/book review #2 is due.
May 1
Epilogue: After Stalin (lecture). Read: Pipes, Communism, p.145-160.
Final Exam: Monday, May 5th, 7:30am - 10:00am
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