POL 245 ~ Univ. of Illinois ~ Spring 2008


 POL 245 

Introduction to Polish Literature and Civilization

- Spring 2008 - 
Professor George Gasyna

Mondays + Wednesdays, 2:00 pm – 3:20 pm
ggasyna@uiuc.edu

FLB 3135; tel: 244-3070
 [image: image1.jpg]



Introduction to Polish Literature and Civilization

A nation located at the cross-roads of eastern and western Europe, throughout its thousand-year history Poland has been influenced in exceptional ways by its neighbors while at the same time staunchly holding onto its own cultural identity. Some of the questions we will ponder in this course are: given the general turbulence of its past, can Poland be said to be a “typical European country”? National crises have long affected the sense of Polish identity; in what ways does this legacy play out today? Focusing principally on the modern Polish nation in the context of the broader European culture, we will elaborate a “country profile.” In so doing, we will examine literary texts and visual works from diverse genres, and we’ll investigate some of the key figures and tropes of Polish cultural life – from peasants, exiled nobles and Jewish Poles, to emigrants, mystics, and “outsiders.” -As we develop Poland’s social, political and historical back-story through its arts and letters, our discussions will seek to formulate a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the Polish national and international identity today. Authors to be read this semester include Juliusz Słowacki, Adam Mickiewicz, Bolesław Prus, Henryk Sienkiewicz, Władysław Reymont, Eliza Orzeszkowa, Zofia Nałkowska, Bruno Schulz, Marek Hłasko, Czesław Miłosz, Olga Tokarczuk, and Andrzej Stasiuk.  

* ALL COURSE MATERIALS ARE IN ENGLISH - NO KNOWLEDGE OF POLISH IS REQUIRED. 

Required Texts (Available at Illini Bookstore):

Gillon, Adam and Ludwik Krzyzanowski, eds. Introduction to Polish Modern Literature. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1982. ISBN: 0 88254-5167

Hlasko, Marek. The Eighth Day of the Week. Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1994. ISBN-10: 0810111195; ISBN-13: 978-0810111196 

Paczkowski, Andrzej. The Spring Will Be Ours: Poland and the Poles from Occupation to Freedom. Trans. Jane Cave. University Park: Penn State University Press, 2003.
ISBN-10: 0-271-02308-2; ISBN-13: 978-0-271-02308-3
Radzilowski, John. A Traveller’s History of Poland. Northampton, MA: Interlink Books, 2006

ISBN-10: 156656655X; ISBN-13: 978-1566566551
Schulz, Bruno. The Street of Crocodiles. New York: Penguin Classics, 1992. ISBN-10: 0140186255; ISBN-13: 978-0140186253 

Stasiuk, Andrzej. Tales of Galicia. Prague: Twisted Spoon Press, 2003. ISBN-10: 808626405X; 

ISBN-13: 978-8086264059

Zamoyski, Adam. The Polish Way. A Thousand-Year History of the Poles and Their Culture. New York: Hippocrene Books, 2006. ISBN-10: 0781802008; ISBN-13: 978-0781802000 

Recommended Texts [copies on library reserve, or chapters on e-reserve]
Mikos, Michael. Polish Literature from 1864 to 1918: Realism and Young Poland. An Anthology. Bloomington, IN: Slavica, 2006. ISBN-10: 0893573256; ISBN-13: 978-0893573256 

Stephan, Halina, ed. Living in Translation: Polish Writers in America. Amsterdam and New York: Rodopi, 2003. ISBN: 904201016-9
Milosz, Czesław. The History of Polish Literature, 2nd ed. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983. ISBN-10: 0520044770; ISBN-13: 978-0520044777 

E-reserve material may be accessed through the online library catalog by entering your course and instructor information. You may print one copy of e-reserve texts for your personal use. For complete instructions on how to use e-reserve, take the library’s online tutorial at <http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ugl/mrc/tutorials.html>. 
Relative worth of the assignments
One short paper (4-5 pages): 10%

In-class essay: 15% 

Term paper (10-12 pages): 25%

Presentation (on major themes or aspects of Polish culture, or on a Polish author/artist): 15%

Attendance and participation: 10%

Final examination: 25%

Schedule of readings and discussions
WEEK ONE:  Introduction + Course overview – some founding myths and legends 

January 14-16
Readings: Radzilowski, 1-95. Supplementary reading: Zamoyski, 3-74.
WEEK TWO:  Introduction, Pt. II – The Polish state: an historical overview (until the Partitions)

January 21-23
Readings: Radzilowski, 96-159. Supplementary reading: Zamoyski, 126-188.
WEEK THREE:  Tracing Polish literature and civilization in the 19th century 
January 28-30

Readings: Radzilowski, 160-228; Zamoyski, “Apostles and Martyrs” [from Holy Madness; article on e-reserve] 
Film Screening: Pan Tadeusz, A. Wajda
WEEK FOUR: émigrés and Exiles: a second national conscience;  “the Great Emigration” 

February 4-6
Readings: Holmgren, 29-43; Zamoyski, 286-372; Mikos, “Introduction,” 1-14 [in his Romanticism: An Anthology; article on e-reserve]; suggested: Milosz, “Romanticism”, 195-232 
•  Selection of Romantic poetry

•  Joseph Conrad, “Prince Roman”

WEEK FIVE: Cultural survivalism as a mode of production in Literature and Art 
February 11-13

Readings: Gillon, “Introduction” (17-30); Mikos “I: Polish Realism” 1-14. 

•  Sienkiewicz, “The Lighthouse-Keeper” [in Gillon 49-61]; Orzeszkowa, “Powerful Samson” [In Gillon, 63-74]; Reymont, selections from The Peasants [In Gillon, 33-47]

WEEK SIX: Tracing Polish literature and civilization in the 20th century
February 18-20 

Readings: Milosz, “The GG” from Native Realm, 229-252. 
•  Nalkowska, “Medallions” [In Gillon, 129-136]
WEEK SEVEN: The Jewish experience

February 25-27
Readings: Milosz, From Native Realm, 7-36
•  Schulz, The Street of Crocodiles
•  I.B. Singer, Stories from Zlateh the Goat

•  Handout on Jewish cultural life in Poland: Manifestos and artifacts (Jasienski, Barlewi, Wat)
•  Short paper due February 25
WEEK EIGHT: Vanishing Worlds
March 3-5
Paczkowski, “Introduction – Twenty Years of Independence,” 1-36; Milosz, “Chapter 10: Interwar Poland”; Gross, 3-30

Film Screening: Ashes and Diamonds, A. Wajda 

•  Schulz, The Street of Crocodiles
•  In-class test March 5
WEEK NINE: Landscape after the Battle
March 10-12

Readings: Simic, “A World Gone Up in Smoke”
Film Screening: Canal, A. Wajda
•  Rudnicki, “The Great Stefan Konecki” [In Gillon, 236-257]; Rozewicz “In the Most Beautiful City in the World” [In Gillon, 331-353]; poetry of Milosz
WEEK TEN: Real Social -isms
March 24-26

Readings: Paczkowski, Chapter Three, “The New Reality”, 146-197

Film Screening: MDM, Eric Bednarski

•  Hlasko, The Eighth Day of the Week
WEEK ELEVEN: The Postwar State: “fabricating” a new reality 
March 31-April 2

Readings: Paczkowski, Chapter Five, “Real Socialism: The Iron Fist”, 278-350

Film Screening: Knife in the Water, R. Polanski
•  Hlasko, The Eighth Day of the Week
WEEK TWELVE:  The PRL and Social (In-)security

April 7-9

Readings: Paczkowski, Chapter Six, “Real Socialism: La Belle Epoque”, 351-410

Film Screening: A Short Film about Killing, K. Kieslowski
WEEK THIRTEEN:  Poland and its neighbors/Poland and its ghosts 
April 14-16

Readings: Gross, “Zydokomuna,” 192-241; Lubecki and Szczegola; handout on Poland and the European Union
•  Stasiuk, Tales of Galicia

•  Olga Tokarczuk, “The Border”, “The Germans”, “Peter Dieter”, “Franz Frost”, and “His Wife and His Child”, in House of Day, House of Night, 71-2, 91-8, 121-31. 
WEEK FOURTEEN:  Whither Now? + Student Presentations
April 21-23
Readings: Paczkowski, “Epilogue: Poland After Communism”, 507-536; Hanna Gosk; Ewa Thompson on “The New Europe” (in Fakt)
WEEK FIFTEEN:  Presentations, conclusions, review

April 28-30

- The term paper is due on the last day of classes

- Additional short readings may be assigned as required.
Grading

Grades are calculated using the percentage system, as outlined below:

A+ = 95-100 %

B-  = 70-73

A   = 85-94


C+ = 67-69

A-  = 80-84


C   = 64-66

B+ = 77-79


C-  = 60-63

B   = 74-76


F    = below 60%

Note About Attendance and Participation 

Your presence and participation in class are essential. This course has a seminar structure; you are expected to be prepared to contribute to discussion on the assigned readings. Three unexplained absences (meaning you did not notify me of a valid reason beforehand or did not provide proof of valid absence afterward) will reduce your final grade by 5 %; six unexplained absences, by 10%. Unavoidable absences include a serious medical condition or contagious illness, a serious family engagement or a professional commitment (e.g., a family wedding, a job interview). Other absences may be excused at the discretion of the instructor. You are responsible for making up material covered in missed classes.
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