THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES


GENERAL INFORMATION

Class meetings: F 1:00-2:30             
 Instructor: Svetlana Vassileva-Karagyozova

Room:
2124 Wescoe Hall        
 Office: Wescoe Hall 2126






 Office hours: MW, 1:30-2:30





 Office phone: 785-864-2351






  E-mail: svk@ku.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class is designed for students who are advanced learners of Polish and who aim at expanding their vocabulary and deepening their knowledge of the language structure. PLSH 675 has a strong emphasis on reading, writing and speaking. The reading assignments are based on three short stories by contemporary Polish writers Olga Tokarczuk, magazine articles and film reviews. In addition to the readings, there will be film assignments based on four post-1989 Polish feature films (Żurek, Edi, Wesele, and Cześć, Tereska). Each assignment contains discussion questions, reading/listening comprehension activities, lexical, and grammar exercises. Students will be given an opportunity to practice their composition skills by working on regular writing projects pertaining to the short stories and the films. 
TEXTBOOKS

There are no textbooks required for this class. Additional readings and teaching materials will be distributed in class by the instructor. Having access to a good Polish-English/English–Polish dictionary will greatly facilitate your work on the homework assignments and your preparation for the in-class discussions.
GRADING

The grade for this course will be based on the following components:

· Class attendance and performance – 20%

· Homework – 20%

· Response papers (4x10%) – 40 %
· Final paper – 20%


                                  Total: 100%

A – 100-90
B – 89-79
C – 78-68
D – 67-57
F – 56 and below
CLASS ATTENDANCE, PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION

This course is designed to give students an opportunity to practice and strengthen their communication skills by discussing cultural topics related to Polish literature and film. In-class discussions are most beneficial when students attend regularly, come prepared and volunteer actively their opinions and view points. Therefore, your regular attendance, preparation and active participation will be evaluated as part of your course grade. If you need to miss a class for medical reasons, religious holidays, or an emergency, notify your instructor (preferably in advance by e-mail) and provide official documentation. These absences may be excused, and therefore not affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will lower your course grade by one letter (e.g. from an A to a B). More than five unexcused absences will result in failing the course regardless of your prior work or grades. Absent students are responsible for acquiring the information and instructional materials for the missed classes.

HOMEWORK

Weekly homework will be distributed in class by the instructor. Students must submit their homework assignments at the end of every class session. The homework is related to the readings and film viewings and helps you to prepare for the in-class discussions. It will be graded on a 100-point scale. You must demonstrate effort, creativity and turn in complete assignments in order to receive full credit.

RESPONSE PAPERS

( The response paper is your chance to communicate in writing your view point and personal learning as they rely specifically to the short story or film in question and the ideas and values contained therein. 

( It doesn’t involve finding secondary sources through research.

( A response paper consists of a brief summary of the text and your personal commentary on selected main points of the reading/film.

( The most important part of a response paper is your response – that is, what did you think of this reading, what did you find interesting, surprising or thought-provoking.

( A good response paper answers the following questions:

1. What (meanings, values, etc.) was the author trying to promote?

2. What is my personal position relative to the author’s?

3. What impact did the reading/film had on me?

( To write a really good response paper, take notes when you are doing the reading/viewing. You should write down the author’s main points as well as your own thoughts about the reading/film. Ask questions. Something in the readings/films that doesn’t make sense to you may not make sense to your peers either. If you put the question in your response paper, it can initiate an interesting discussion in class.

( Finally, good response papers will help you become a better reader and writer, and will make the class discussions more focused and lively.

( As far as the format is concerned, the response papers should be neatly written, proofread, double-spaced and should not exceed two double-spaced pages.

Response paper # 1: Przetwory na życie; due 1 Feb.
Response paper # 2: Edi; due 29 Feb.

Response paper # 3: Ślub po polsku/Wesele; due 14 March

Response paper # 4: Najbrzydsza kobieta świata; due 28 March

Response paper # 5: Cześć, Tereska; due 11 April

Response paper # 6: Żurek; due 2 May

FINAL PAPER

For the final paper you will be given three questions pertaining to the readings and the films and asked to write a short essay on each of them. You are expected to demonstrate an ability to make connections between the stories and the films, to think critically and express argumentatively your personal viewpoint.

OFFICE HOURS

Feel free to take advantage of the office hours. It is a good time to ask questions about class work and receive feedback on your written assignments.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

	WEEK
	DATE
	LESSON
	HOMEWORK
	EVALUATION

	1
	01/18
	· Introduction
	Read: Przetwory na życie by O.T.
	

	2
	01/25
	· Przetwory na życie
· Discussion
	
	

	3
	02/01
	· Przetwory na życie
· Lexical & grammar exercises
	
	Response paper # 1
Due

	4
	02/08
	· Film: Edi
· Communicative exercises
	Read: Bura Bajka
	

	5
	02/15
	· Film: Edi
· Discussion

· Lexical &Grammar exercises
	Read: Wigilia jest zawsze wtedy, kiedy my tego chcemy
	

	6
	02/22
	· Film Edi
· Wywiad z reżyserem

· Discussion
· Lexical & grammar exercises
	Read: Ślub po polsku
	

	7
	02/29
	· Ślub po polsku
· Duscussion

· Lexical and grammar exercises

· Film Wesele
	
	Response paper # 2
Due

	8
	03/07
	· Film: Wesele
· Discussion
· Lexical and grammar exercises
	Read: Najbrzydsza kobieta świata by O.T.
	

	9
	03/14
	· Nabrzydsza kobieta świata
· Discussion

· Lexical & grammar exercises
	
	Response paper # 3
Due

	10
	03/21
	· Spring Break: no class
	
	

	11
	03/28
	· Film: Cześć, Tereska
· Communicative exercises
	Read: Smutne rendez-vous z rzeczywistością
	Response paper # 4
Due

	12
	04/04
	· Film: Cześć, Tereska
· Discussion

· Lexical & grammar exercises
	Read: Dziewczyna z blokowiska
	

	13
	04/11
	· Film: Cześć, Tereska
· Discussion
· Lexical & grammar exercises
	
	Response paper # 5

	14
	04/18
	· Film: Żurek
· Communicative exercises
	Read: Żurek by O.T.

	

	15
	04/25
	· Żurek
· Discussion

· Lexical & grammar exercises
	
	

	
	05/02
	· Żurek: film i opowiadanie
· Discussion
	
	Response paper # 6

	12/10 – 12/14
	FINALS’ WEEK: Final paper due
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