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        SLA 533:   Readings in Russian Spiritual Philosophy

In this seminar we investigate that mix of spirituality, intuitive speculation, critique of Western positivism, hate-love nationalism, and intense involvement with literature that marks the personalist Russian philosophical tradition.   Its founder and most influential thinker was Vladimir Soloviev (1853-1900), but the tone was set earlier in the 19th century, with Chaadaev’s “Philosophical Letter” (1836) and the “Slavophile” quest to refute it.   For writing that letter, Chaadaev was declared insane:  thus was launched the tradition of Russian philosopher as outcast, wanderer, holy fool.  Although “academic” (Germanic, university-based) philosophy did develop in Russia beginning in the 1860s, the thinkers we will read did not, by and large, belong to it. 

Readings will be conceptual rather than strictly theological.  After a brief introduction to two ways of thinking (Logos/Word and Icon/Image) and the fault lines of the 1830s-40s, we focus on themes that will become articles of faith for many Silver Age writers, all central to the teachings of the Eastern Orthodox Church (a good working sense of those tenets is a worthwhile byproduct of the course).  We will not, however, debate Church dogma or history per se.  Our concern will be metaphorical:  personal creativity valued as a redemptive aesthetic.

Our major thinkers include:  Chaadaev, Khomiakov, Kireevskii, Soloviev, Fyodorov, Shestov, Frank, Florensky, Vyach. Ivanov, Lossky, Rozanov, Sergei Bulgakov, Berdiaev).  Biographies of each are supplied, and background is provided as necessary in Russian religious and metaphysical thought.   Most of our authors were also accomplished literary critics.   In the practicum hour, we will see philosophical ideas “applied” in (or extracted from) primary works of art, drawing on the works of Pushkin, Gogol, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Bunin, and from Russian poetry.

______________________________________________________________________

Format:

       One 3-hour seminar, first half conducted in English, second half a practicum in Russian (readings in both languages).   Readings average 80 – 100 pp. per week. 

The weekly critique:  Each week, by 7:00 p.m. Monday, each participant submits a brief [one page max] e-mail response paper to both instructors.   It will have two parts.   To insure adequate coverage in discussion, this will not be a wholly “free critique” of your own devising but a response to topics loosely pre-assigned:  1) for the more theoretical “English hour,” an explication of a concept or problem (choice provided);  2) for the Russian hour (more oriented toward literature), a response to the practicum topic.   Response papers can be submitted in English or Russian.

       Final research paper, 12-15 pages, on any aspect of the course.   Topic to be worked out by student in consultation with instructors.   Due date:  20 January 2005. 

 Focus for this final project could be on a strictly philosophical/religious item, or (what is probably more useful professionally) an integration of these concepts with a literary reading.  The option of a short essay (take-home) final exercise can be discussed.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Required  texts:    Most readings will be provided in photocopy.  Four paperbacks in English will be available for purchase:

· Russian Religious Thought   Eds. Judith Deutsch Kornblatt & Richard Gustafson  (U Wisconsin Press, 1997). 
· Vladimir  Solovyov, Lectures on Divine Humanity  [delivered 1878-1881], ed. and trans. Boris Jakim  (Lindisfarne Press 1995).
· Timothy Ware, The Orthodox Church  (Penguin, 1963).

· Sergei Bulgakov,  Sophia: The Wisdom of God  (An Outline of Sophiology) (Lindisfarne Press 1993).

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Sequence of topics      [specific reading assignments and guidelines will be supplied weekly]
Wk 1
Tues. Sept. 14:
Principles and priorities of Russian philosophy;  biographies

Wk 2
Tues. Sept. 21:
Logos  and when to compress or silence it:  hesychia [silence





of the heart], imiaslavie [name-praising], apophatic theology  

Wk 3   Tues. Sept. 28:
Icons:  umozrenie v kraskakh  [vision-thinking, or “speculation” in colors]

Wk 4
Tues. Oct.  5:

Pyotr Chaadaev as prototype:  inakomyslie, insanity, iurodstvo


Wk 5
Tues. Oct. 12:

The Slavophile response:  Khomiakov, Kireevskii,  sobornost’


Wk 6   Tues. Oct. 19:
Vladimir Soloviev:  Vseedinstvo, sviataia telesnost’, odukhotvorenie, the  Bogochelovechestvo  lectures (1878-81)  



[ Fall break ]

Wk 7
Tues. Nov. 2:

The feminine principle:  Sophia, Mat’-Syra-Zemlia, Bogoroditsia     






Wk 8
Tues. Nov. 9:

Philosophies of Eros, Love, Charity






Wk 9
Tues. Nov. 16:
The resurrection and persistence of matter:  Fyodorov’s 





“Common Cause” [human];  the city of Kitezh [spatial]

Wk 10
Tues. Nov. 23:
Russian philosophers as literary critics 

(Soloviev on Pushkin, Frank on Tolstoy, Rozanov on Gogol, Bulgakov and Berdiaev on Dostoevsky)

Wk. 11 Tues. Nov. 30:
Smysl tvorchestva:  the meaning of the creative act



Wk 12  Tues. Dec. 6:

The Russian Idea, pro and contra

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -




