
Fall 2007

RUSSIAN NOVEL: THEORY AND PRACTICE

Graduate Seminar in Comparative Literature and Russian Studies

The  course will examine several theories of the novel through their application to Russian novels of 20th century. The main purpose of the course is not only to familiarize students with major theoretical approaches to the genre, but also to major types of novels in Russian literature, as well as to teach to use the theoretical models as tools for the practical analysis of a literary text. This course will develop a vision of the novel as a discursive metaphor for modernity.  The evolution of novelistic form and the variety of its modifications will be read as a pattern of the modern worldview and world-construction. Among the theories, the main emphasis will be paid to formalist theory (Shklovsky and his circle), Bakhtin’s theory of the carnival and the polyphonic novel, and Lukacs’ version of the Marxist aesthetics. 
At the end of the course, students will have to produce a paper that will investigate the theoretical aspects of one or several literary texts that were discussed in class. Not only the mastery of literary analysis through the prism of more than one theoretical model will be tested by this paper, but also the student’s ability to challenge a literary text through theory, and vice versa.

Required readings:

Theory:

McKeon, Michael, ed. Theory of the Novel.  Baltimore: The John Hopkins UP,  2000 (Further: ToN)
Shklovsky, Viktor.  Theory of Prose, Dalkey Archive Press, 1991.

The Bakhtin Reader,  ed. By Graham Roberts and Pam Morris.  A Hodder Arnold Publs., 1997 (Further: BR)
Selected essays will be placed on Electronic Reserve at the Norlin Library (ER).

Literary texts:

Bulgakov, Mikhail. The White Guard  (Academy Chicago Publ., 1995)

Vaginov, Konstantin.  The Tower (on-line edition, http://www.websher.net/spub/twr.html)

Nabokov, Vladimir. Lolita  (any edition).

Erofeev V. Moscow to the End of the Line, Northwestern UP, 1997.
Students are required to do the following work in class:

1.  Analytical paper (apr. 2000 words) of one of the assigned theoretical texts – 15%

2. Analytical  paper (apr. 2000 words) on one of the literary texts  – 15%

3. Oral presentation on an assigned topic (the grade includes hand-outs and the bibliography on the topic) – 20%

4. Final paper- 30%

5. Participation in class discussions – 20%

Oral presentation

Topics for presentations: 
Georg Lucacs

Mikhail Bakhtin

Carnival and carnivalization in literature

Russian Formalism

Bakhtin’ s polemics with the Formalism (see BR, 123-180)

Mikhail Bulgakov

Konstantin Vaginov

Vladimir Nabokov

Venedikt Erofeev

In your oral presentation, you will have to discuss the focal points of a given topic or the author’s biography. You are required to prepare hand-outs that will include 1) an outline of your presentation; 2) quotes that you find most informative; 3) bibliography on the subject. You are encouraged to use PowerPoint and/or hand-outs with the quotes. Your oral presentation should not be longer than 10 minutes. For bibliographies you should use such databases as JSTOR, MLA International Bibliography, WebCat, as well as scholar.google.
Final paper:

You will have to write a research paper (apr. 5000 words) on one or several texts discussed in class. A theoretical approach to as well as a closed reading of the given text is required. The specific topic of your paper should be designed by you and discussed with me during my office hours or by appointment  no later than December 3. You may incorporate into your final paper the materials from your oral presentations and your short paper. In your paper you have to analyze the selected work under a certain theoretical angle. Your paper should employ secondary literature and include a bibliography (10 titles or more). 

Schedule of classes
8/31 
Introduction. Novel and Modernity. Hegel. “The novel as the Epos of modern society”
9/7 
Lukacs, ToN, pp.179-228, 759-783. Presentation on Lukacs.
9/14
Bakhtin, “Epic and Novel” (ER). Presentation on Bakhtin.
9/21
Bakhtin,  “The Chronotope”, pp.85, 243-258,158-167, 224-236 (ER), BR: “The Heteroglot Novel” (pp.88-122)
9/28
Bulgakov, The White Guard (chapters 1-10). Presentation on Bulgakov.
10/5
Bulgakov, The White Guard (chapters 11-20). 
10/12
Russian Formalism. Shklovsky, 1-71. Paper no.1 is due. Presentation on Shklovsky.
10/19
 The Formalist theory of the novel. Shklovsky, 72-100, 147-170, 189-210. 
10/26
Vaginov. The Tower,  chapters I –XX. Presentation on Vaginov
11/2
Vaginov, chapters, XXI to the end.
11/9
Bakhtin’s theory of carnivalization. BR, pp.187-226. Chronotope, pp.167-224. Pres. on carnivalization.
11/16 
No class, I am at the conference

11/23 
No class. Thanksgiving break

11/30  Nabokov. Lolita,  part 1. Presentation on Nabokov. Paper no.2 is due.
12/7 
Nabokov. Lolita, part 2.
12/14
Erofeev. Moscow to the End of the Line. Presentation on Erofeev.
Weeks 1-3. Novel and Modernity: Theoretical Approaches to Novel

1. Read: McKeon, Michael, ed. Theory of the Novel. Part 1: Genre Theory, pp.3 –70.

2. Read: McKeon, Michael, ed. Theory of the Novel. Parts 2&3: The Novel as Displacement I: Structuralism (pp. 71-145); The Novel as Displacement II: Psychoanalysis (pp. 145-178).

3. Read: McKeon, Michael, ed. Theory of the Novel. Parts 7&12: Revisionist Grand Theory (pp. 382-434), Modernism (pp.739-802).

Weeks 4-6. Sociological Theory of the Novel.

4. Read: Lukacs, The Theory of the Novel, pp. 56-97, 144-155.
5-6.Read: Mikhail Bulgakov, The White Guard.

Weeks 7-9. The Formalist Theory.

7. Read: Shklovsky, The Theory of Prose.

Weeks 10-14. Bakhtin and the Theory of the Novel.

      10. Bakhtin’s theory of the carnival and Menippea. Read: selections from The Bakhtin Reader (pp.80-121, 187-227) “Epos and Novel” (from The Dialogical Imagination, 3-40).

      11. Read: Vaginov, The Tower.

      12. Bakhtin’s theory of the chronotope and polyphony. Read: “Forms of Time and the Chronotope in the Novel” ” (from The Dialogical Imagination, 3-40).

       13-14. Read: Nabokov, Lolita.

 Weeks 15-16. Students’ presentations.
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