Tolstoy and His Age

Russian 306/Comparative Literature 306

     

Professor Julie Cassiday

Williams College

Requirements:

1.
Active and thoughtful class participation based on the timely completion of all assigned readings (40% of grade)

2.
Three short papers that analyze a work by Tolstoy (10% each; 30% of grade)

3.
A review of a scholarly article on Tolstoy (10% of grade)

4.
A final research project (20% of grade)

Honor Code:  

Students are expected to complete all work for this course following the guidelines regarding Academic Honesty and the Honor Code as explained in on the college’s web site.  If you are uncertain how the Honor Code applies to your work in this course, please ask me.

Books for Russian 306 available at the college bookstore (all by Tolstoy):

Anna Karenina.  Trans. Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky.  New York:  Viking Penguin, 2001.

Childhood, Boyhood, Youth.  Trans. Rosemary Edmonds.   New York:  Penguin, 1964.

A Confession and Other Religious Writings.  Trans. Jane Kentish.  New York:  Penguin, 1988.

Great Short Works of Leo Tolstoy.  Intro. by John Bayley.  Trans. Louise and Aylmer Maude.  New York:  Harper and Row, 1967.

War and Peace.  The Maude Translation.  Second Edition.  Ed. George Gibian.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 1996.

What is Art?  Trans. Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky.  New York:  Penguin, 1995.

Reading and Writing Assignments:

Thursday, February 2
Course Introduction:  Tolstoy’s Life and Times

Monday, February 6
Childhood, pp. 13-59

Thursday, February 9
Childhood, pp. 59-103

Monday, February13
The Cossacks, pp. 85-186
Thursday, February 16
The Cossacks, pp.187-243
Monday, February 20
War and Peace, pp. 3-138

Wednesday, February 22
Short paper #1 due.

Topics:  Childhood or The Cossacks
Thursday, February 23
War and Peace, pp. 138-270

Monday, February 27
War and Peace, pp. 270-407

Thursday, March 2
War and Peace, pp. 407-538

Monday, March 6
War and Peace, pp. 538-675

Thursday, March 9
War and Peace, pp. 675-810

Monday, March 13
War and Peace, pp. 810-942

Thursday, March 16
War and Peace, pp. 942-1074

SPRING BREAK
Monday, April 3
Anna Karenina, pp. xxii-137

Wednesday, April 5
Short paper #2 due.

Topic:  War and Peace
Thursday, April 6
Anna Karenina, pp. 137-274

Monday, April 10
Anna Karenina, pp. 275-408

Wednesday, April 12
FILM:  Woody Allen’s Love and Death
Thursday, April 13
Anna Karenina, pp. 408-549

Monday, April 17
Anna Karenina, pp. 551-681

Thursday, April 20
Anna Karenina, pp. 681-817

Monday, April 24
A Confession, pp. 19-80

Wednesday, April 26
Short paper #3 due.

Topic:  Anna Karenina
Thursday, April 27
The Kreutzer Sonata, pp. 354-398
Monday, May 1
The Kreutzer Sonata, pp. 399-428


Afterword to The Kreutzer Sonata (handout)

Wednesday, May 3
Deadline for meeting with the professor to choose a 
scholarly article for your review and to discuss the 


topic for your final research project.

Thursday, May 4
What is Art?


Chapters I-II, pp. 3-16



Chapters IV-IX, pp. 30-63



Chapters XIII-XVIII, pp. 101-150



Appendix II, pp. 172-176

Monday, May 8
Hadji Murád, pp. 547-608

Wednesday, May 10
Review of scholarly article due.
Thursday, May 11
Hadji Murád, pp. 609-668

Friday, May 19
Final research projects due.
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