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Description

This is a survey of Russian literature and culture during the first five-and-a-half decades of the twentieth century.  The cultural output of the time reflects the seemingly endless series of cataclysmic events experienced by the population: the Russo-Japanese War, the Revolution of 1905, WWI, the overthrow of the 300-year-old Romanov dynasty and the triumph of Bolshevism, the Civil War, the mass trauma of collectivization and the Terror, the Great Patriotic War (WWII), the opening salvos of the Cold War, and the symbolic and de facto end of the era with the death of Stalin in March 1953.  
Early-twentieth-century Russia was also the site of other kinds of “wars” and “revolutions,” within the realm of culture itself: the florescence of, and competition among, myriad literary “isms” during the modernist era, and the subsequent cultural revolution that culminated in the attempted liquidation by the state of all but one: socialist realism.  Our general focus will be the various strategies used by writers and other artists to negotiate the changing relationship between social reality and aesthetic expression.
Methodology
A significant portion of class time will be devoted to discussion of the assigned readings.  I will supplement those readings with lectures that situate the literary works within the larger socio-political and cultural contexts in which they were created and consumed.  The lectures will also present examples of cultural production in other media.  You should feel free to ask questions at any time during lectures.
No knowledge of Russian is required.  All assigned texts are in English translation, and all of the recommended films have English subtitles.  Students who know Russian are welcome, but not required, to read works in the original, and to use other Russian-language sources for the individual projects.  All lectures, class discussion, and submitted written assignments will be in English.
I will use e-mail extensively to distribute questions for the readings and other materials, and you will use it to submit your response papers.  Don’t hesitate to contact me by e-mail or during office hours should you have questions or comments.
Requirements

SLAVGEN 147 and REES 147:

· Seven response papers (1-3 pp. each) about assigned readings or recommended (optional) films.  You may choose which assignments to respond to, but you may not submit more than one paper for any single day’s reading assignment (e.g., for April 6 you may not submit one paper about Gorky and a second paper about Bunin).  In each paper, however, you may respond to one or more of the assigned readings for that day, and/or one or more of the recommended films.  If you do respond to more than one work in a single paper, you must connect them somehow (compare, contrast, etc.), rather than just writing two or more isolated responses on the same page(s).  Response papers must be submitted to me by e-mail, no later than noon on the day of the class corresponding to the assignment discussed in the paper.  Worth 50 % of course grade.
· A mid-term take-home exam (2 short essays, chosen from a list of topics).  Worth 20 % of course grade.  Mid-term exam due date: Tuesday, May 2, at the beginning of class.
· A final take-home exam (identifications and short-answer).  Worth 30 % of course grade. 

Final exam due date: Monday, June 12, 5pm.
SLAVGEN 247:

· Seven response papers, as described above.  Worth 50 % of course grade.
· A mid-term take-home examination, as described above.  Worth 20 % of course grade.
· A final paper (10-15 pp., or 2500-3500 words) on a topic selected in consultation with me no later than May 3.  Worth 30 % of course grade.

Final paper due date: Monday, June 12, 5pm.
Undergraduates may apply this course towards the following General Education Requirements: 
· Disciplinary Breadth – Humanities (DB-Hum, formerly GER: 3a)

· Education for Citizenship – Global Community (EC-GlobalCom, formerly GER: 4a)

Required Reading Materials (all available at the Stanford Bookstore)
1. Brown, Clarence, ed.  The Portable Twentieth-Century Russian Reader.  NY: Penguin, 1993.
2. Bulgakov, Mikhail.  The Master and Margarita.  Trans. Diana Burgin and Katherine Tiernan O’Connor.  Annotations and Afterword by Ellendea Proffer.  NY: Vintage, 1995.
3. Babel, Isaac. The Complete Works of Isaac Babel.  Trans. Peter Constantine.  NY: Norton, 2002.
4. Mandelshtam, Osip.  The Noise of Time: Selected Prose.  Trans. Clarence Brown.  Evanston, IL: Northwestern UP, 2002.
5. Zamyatin, Yevgeny.  We.  Trans. Mirra Ginsburg.  NY: Eos, 1999.
6. Course Reader for SLAVGEN 147/247. 
Course Reader Contents
Pilnyak, Boris.  “The Tale of the Unextinguished Moon.”  1927.  The Tale of the Unextinguished Moon and Other Stories.  Trans. Beatrice Scott.  NY: Washington Square Press, 1967.  1-27.
Sholokhov, Mikhail.  “The Fate of a Man.”  1956.  From Furmanov to Sholokhov: An Anthology of the Classics of Socialist Realism.  Ed. Nicholas Luker.  Ann Arbor: Ardis, 1988.  481-508.
Zhdanov, Andrei A.  “Literature.”  1934-46.  Essays on Literature, Philosophy, and Music.  By Zhdanov.  NY: International Publishers, 1950.  7-44.
Zoshchenko, Mikhail.  “Nervous People.”  “The Lady Aristocrat.”  “The Bathhouse.”  “Baths and People.”  “The Adventures of a Monkey.”  Nervous People and Other Satires.  By Zoshchenko.  Trans. Maria Gordon and Hugh McLean.  NY: Vintage, 1963.  124-33; 204-208; 316-24.
Recommended
Brown, Edward J.  Russian Literature Since the Revolution.  Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1982.

---, ed.  Major Soviet Writers: Essays in Criticism.  London: Oxford UP, 1973.

Clark, Katerina.  The Soviet Novel: History as Ritual.  Third ed.  Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2000.
Kelly, Catriona, and David Shepherd, eds. Constructing Russian Culture in the Age of Revolution, 1881-1940. NY: Oxford UP, 1998.

---, eds. Russian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. NY: Oxford UP, 1998.

Rzhevsky, Nicholas, ed.  The Cambridge Companion to Modern Russian Culture.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1998.
Stites, Richard. Russian Popular Culture: Entertainment and Society Since 1900. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1992.
Tertz, Abram.  On Socialist Realism.  1959.  The Trial Begins and On Socialist Realism.  By Tertz.  Trans. George Dennis.  Intro. Czeslaw Milosz.  NY: Vintage, 1960.  131-219.
von Geldern, James, and Richard Stites, eds.  Mass Culture in Soviet Russia: Tales, Poems, Songs, Movies, Plays, and Folklore, 1917-1953.  Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1995.
Useful Reference Works (Green Library Information Center, non-circulating)
Cornwall, Neil, ed.  Reference Guide to Russian Literature.  London: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1998.
Terras, Victor, ed.  Handbook of Russian Literature.  New Haven: Yale UP, 1985.
Weber, Harry B., ed.  The Modern Encyclopedia of Russian and Soviet Literature.  Gulf Breeze, FL: Academic International Press, 1977.
Films (with Green Library Media & Microtexts call numbers)
Bauer, Evgenii.  Silent melodramas (1913-1916) on Mad Love: The Films of Evgeny Bauer.  ZDVD 5616.
Kuleshov, Lev.  The Extraordinary Adventures of Mr. West in the Land of the Bolsheviks.  1924.  ZVC 4820.
Eisenstein, Sergei.  Battleship Potemkin.  1926.  ZDVD 439.  ZVC 11593.  ZVC 10466.
Vertov, Dziga.  Man with a Movie Camera.  1929.  ZDVD 68.  ZVC 1105.
Dovzhenko, Aleksandr.  Earth.  1930.  ZDVD 5491.  ZDVD 2880.
Savchenko, Igor’.  The Accordion.  1934.  Seth’s copy.
Vasil’ev Brothers.  Chapaev.  1934.  ZVC 446.
Aleksandrov, Grigorii.  Circus.  1936.  Seth’s copy.
---.  Volga-Volga.  1938.  ZVC 11929.
Eisenstein, Sergei.  Ivan the Terrible.  Parts One and Two.  1944, 1946/1958.  ZDVD 1833.
Chiaureli, Mikhail.  The Fall of Berlin.  1949.  ZVC 16844.
Chukhrai, Grigorii.  The Forty-First.  1956.  Seth’s copy.
Kalatozov, Mikhail.  Cranes Are Flying.  1957.  ZDVD 3523.  ZVC 453.
Tarkovskii, Andrei.  My Name is Ivan.  1962.  ZVC 1450.
Online Resources
The course website includes links related to Russian and Soviet culture.  I also highly recommend Professor Freidin’s online materials (also linked on the course website) for a previous version of SLAVGEN 147: <http://www.stanford.edu/%7Egfreidin/courses/147/authors-20.htm> and <http://www.stanford.edu/%7Egfreidin/courses/147/course_mat.htm>.  

SCHEDULE (subject to chaos)
	
	In Class
	Assignment (due on the date it is listed)

	Tu 4/4
	Introduction: Everything that Happened in Russia before 1900
	[CP = Course Packet; HO = Handout; E = Electronic (web or e-mail)]

	Th 4/6
	Neo-realism
	Maxim Gorky, “Recollections of Leo Tolstoy” (Brown 29-57) [29 pp.]
Maxim Gorky, “26 and One” (E) [10 pp.]
Ivan Bunin, “Light Breathing” (Brown 58-65) [8 pp.]
Mikhail Artsybashev, excerpts from Sanin (HO) [18 pp.]

	Tu 4/11
	Modern Isms I: Symbolism
	Fedor Sologub, TBA (HO or E) [20-30 pp.]
Valerii Briusov, “The Coming Huns” (HO) [1 p.]
Aleksandr Blok, poems (Brown 74-78) [5 pp.]
Andrey Bely, “From Petersburg” (Brown 79-89) [11 pp.]

	Th 4/13
	Modern Isms II: Acmeism and Futurism
Film Clip: Victory Over the Sun
	Anna Akhmatova, poems (Brown 111-15) [6 pp.]

Osip Mandelstam, poems (Brown 169-86)
Nikolai Gumilev, “The Runaway Streetcar” (E)
David Burliuk, et al., “A Slap in the Face of Public Taste” (E) [1 p.]

Aleksei Kruchenykh, Victory Over the Sun (HO)

	Tu 4/18
	The Revolution(s) in Verse
	Aleksandr Blok, “The Twelve” (HO)

Vladimir Mayakovsky, selections (HO and E)

	Th 4/20
	Fervor, Famine, Utopia, Dystopia
The Serapion Brotherhood
	Evgeny Zamyatin, “The Cave” (Brown 90-102) [13 pp.]
Innokenty Zhukov, “Voyage of the ‘Red Star’ Pioneer Troop to Wonderland” (HO) [23 pp.]
Zamyatin, We, Entries 1-12 [70 pp.]

	Tu 4/25
	Dystopia
	Zamyatin, We, Entries 13-40 [163 pp.]

	Th 4/27
	NEP

Fellow Travelers

Satire
	Mikhail Zoshchenko, “The Lady Aristocrat,” “The Bathhouse,” “The Adventures of a Monkey” (CP) [16 pp.]
Mikhail Zoshchenko, “Bees and People,” excerpt from Before Sunrise (Brown 231-45) [15 pp.]

Boris Pilnyak, “Tale of the Unextinguished Moon” (CP) [28 pp.]

	Tu 5/2
	Memory and Narrative
	Osip Mandelshtam, The Noise of Time
Babel, stories TBA

	Th 5/4
	Memory and Narrative
	Isaac Babel, Red Cavalry Stories (Babel, pp. 197-333) [136 pp.]

	Tu 5/9
	
	Yuri Olesha, Envy (in Brown, pp. 250-378) [129 pp.]

	Th 5/11
	The First Five-Year Plan
Cultural Revolution

Socialist Realism
Film clips: Accordion, Chapaev
	Andrei Platonov, “The Potudan River” (Brown 116-52) [37 pp.]
Daniil Kharms, “Anecdotes About Pushkin’s Life,” “The Connection” (Brown 413-17) [5 pp.]

	Tu 5/16
	The Writer and the State
	Mikhail Bulgakov, Master & Margarita

	Th 5/18
	The Writer and the State
	Bulgakov, Master & Margarita

	Tu 5/23
	The Writer and the State
	Bulgakov, Master & Margarita

	Th 5/25
	The Writer and the State
	Bulgakov, Master & Margarita 

	Tu 5/30
	Terror
	Anna Akhmatova, “Requiem” (HO) [11 pp.]

Varlam Shalamov, From Kolyma Tales (Brown 418-34) [17 pp.]

	Th 6/1
	Wartime Culture: the First Thaw?

High Stalinism & the Zhanovshchina
	Mikhail Sholokhov, “The Fate of a Man” (CP) [28 pp.]

Andrei Zhdanov, “Literature” (CP)
Selections from von Geldern and Stites (HO)

	Tu 6/6
	1953-64: Endings and Beginnings
	Yuri Nagibin, “A Light in the Window” (E) [10 pp.]

Evgenii Evtushenko, “The Heirs of Stalin” (HO)


