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Abstract:

How can a teacher use media texts with students at the Intermediate Mid/High level
productively? These texts can play a key role in helping students reach advanced level of
proficiency, since they regularly address “topics of community, national, or international interest”
(ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines).

Media texts tend to be used with students primarily in tasks in the interpretive mode
(boromonoB; MockButrHa; Robin). This paper, however, describes the design and
implementation of a media course that started with student tasks in the interpretive mode, but
whose ultimate goal was a presentational speaking task, the student production of a mock news
broadcast. In the course students’ work was organized in four stages: a brief introduction to
written and oral media texts, reading and discussion of media texts on politics, economics, and
society; oral presentations in class, and the final news presentation made to a larger audience. A
major focus of the transition from interpretive mode to presentational mode was students
learning to create and deliver oral news texts in Russian that were accessible to their peers as
well as more-proficient speakers of Russian. The presentation will show how the course’s
structuring principles (task-based approach, backward design, scaffolding, clear expectations for
student performance) were implemented with specific examples of course materials.
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