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One of the most difficult and mysterious cultural figures of the Silver Age, Elena Guro is usually considered a Futurist or Proto-Futurist on account of her personal associations and pursuits in the visual arts. She was revered by Futurists such as Maiakovskii and Khlebnikov and an active and important member of groups like the Union of Youth and Hylea. Current scholarship has often limited its approach to Guro-- she is ranked among the avantgardists, mentioned in discussions of certain groups, her published works are made reasonably available, but few scholars engage in direct critical interpretation of her work. Those scholars who do directly engage with her work usually attempt, with mixed results, to explain her presence in so many Avant Guard groups and the esteem in which she was held by focusing on select aspects of her work such as her few early urban poems or vaguely zaum-like linguistic experimentation. 

However, Guro's literary work exhibits not only significant influence from Symbolist sources, but provides a female model for addressing the same metaphysical aspirations of better known male Symbolists. Guro’s final and most mature work, the post-humously published Nebesnye Verbluzhata, provides us with Guro's clearest formulation of the role, potential, and concerns of an aspiring female poet in Symbolist terms. Rather than adopting the pose of incarnated god or prophet who can transfigure reality through poetry, Guro assumes the role of foster mother for a series of god/poet/prophet children, attempting to guide them through their initiation of death and resurrection. The image of the god/poet child vascillates between images culled from Norse mythology and portraits of her young Futurist friends. In this paper I will attempt to argue that in Guro’s mature work, she presents herself as a Symbolist poet giving birth to the poetry of the future.

