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What are the pedagogical approaches to teaching the target culture in the formation of “virtual space,” which provides a new context for intercultural communication? The present study is based on the concept of culture “as a place of struggle between the learners’ meanings and those of native speakers” (Kramcsh, 1993:24), and further examines the depth and breadth of student reflections, including those on their own cultural identity. “The notion of identity as a fluid construct that shifts over time" (Black, 2006:171) can be observed through individual interviews, students’ reflexive papers  (such as daily journal entries), and online submissions. The American learner of Russian explores his/her native cultural patterns in comparison with those of the target culture through classroom dialogues with native speakers of Russian, sustained communication on cultural topics among American learners, and engagement in meaningful communication in an online environment. 

In a student-oriented classroom environment, students are able to reflect on the cultural content by verbalizing their personal goals in learning the target culture. The consistent use of reflexive assignments is one way to sustain students' interest in communication about their own cultural beliefs and norms and can contribute to success in language learning. I will present case studies to show how students’ reflexive activities (from writing journals in traditional paper format to submitting online discussions and blogging) lead to changes in the learner's identity. I will show how openness in students' ability to reflect on their first language identity influences the shifts in the development of a cultural identity in the target culture. 
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