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Vaclav Havel, made an outsider by the policy of normalization in Czechoslovakia, defines dissidence in his treatise “Power of the Powerless.” In this seminal essay, Havel dismisses a simple understanding of dissidence that is based on the dichotomy of “for versus against” in favor of the formulation of “living in truth.” Arguably Havel’s most famous phrase, “living in truth” happens when individuals seek to gain an outlet for personal responsibility. Over time, Havel hopes, these citizens will unite with others like themselves and consequently, strengthen their common sense of responsibility.
This paper investigates the concept of responsibility inherent in Havel’s concept of “living in truth.” Havel philosophically analyzes dissidence not as one of its key players, but as theoretician. He concludes that what has come to be known as dissidence is in fact a commitment to establishing reasons for one’s actions. I hope to argue that, following this line of thought, the heart of dissidence is the role that community plays, rather than the lone dissident individual.  
