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This paper is part of a larger project that explores the problems of representing absence and loss in the Russian elegiac tradition. Here I examine the ways Baratynsky tropes an act of memory as a return to the estate, noting in particular the function of contrast prompted by the locodescriptive ruptures in the text. I am interested in the representation that stands in for an irrevocable loss and in what the aesthetic and psychological implications of this representation might be. I suggest that the vernal and autumnal homecomings – figures for the “lyrical I”’s homelessness – are ultimately indistinguishable, and that the attempt to envision an “eternal spring” is one of the furthest limits of elegy.  

