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A large portion of Richardson’s monograph Case and Aspect in Slavic is devoted to the connection between predicate case marking and the verbal aspectual distinction. Richardson’s major argument in this section is concerned with the situation in Russian, in which an alternation in predicate case marking exists between so-called structural case (nominative in copular constructions, or case agreement with the modified object in depictive secondary and participial predicates) and lexical case marking (instrumental). She claims that this distinction parallels the functions of the imperfective and perfective aspect. In Russian, nominative case marks predicates describing more temporally stable qualities of the subject or object, while the instrumental case is used to describe states that are uniquely bounded and locatable in time. In West Slavic languages such as Czech, Richardson argues that case marking is largely syntactic in nature. Richardson claims that predicate case marking supports the findings of Dickey (2000) concerning the divide in the functions of aspect between East and West Slavic Languages.


My paper considers Richardson's claims concerning instrumental marking in predicates from a comparative diachronic perspective. First, I examine Nichols and Timberlake's work on the development of instrumental marking on function and quasi-function nouns in past predicate constructions, which includes discussion on the role of aspectual features. I consider data collected from the Czech Chronicle of Dalimil (ca. 14th century) and juxtapose it with the first texts examined in Nichols and Timberlake from the same period to confirm the innovation is in Russian. Finally, I examine the plausibility of the timeline for the innovation. Nichols and Timberlake observe that, by the 17th century, instrumental marking is required for function nouns and allowed for quasi-function nouns in the texts examined. Bermel (1997) and Dickey (2009) demonstrate that the same period is critical in the development of Russian aspect. 
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