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This paper analyzes three Berlin novels by contemporary post-Yugoslav authors, whose central preoccupations are the trauma of war and politics of memory: Daša Drndić’s April in Berlin, Saša Ilić’s Berlin Window, and Dubravka Ugrešić’s The Museum of Unconditional Surrender. I argue that the Berlin urban landscape has become a progressive blueprint for contemporary processes of confronting the past in the aftermath of the Yugoslav war, wherein the negative Fascist and Communist heritage undergoes an interesting translation and transformation in the post-Yugoslav context. In fact, these novels can be seen as a form of “soft memory” that compensates for the absence of or political manipulation of “hard memory” built into the public space. Although some of these novels seemingly perpetuate what Andreas Huysen has called “Holocaust as the global metaphor for trauma,” thus erasing the differences between two historical events and their specific contexts, the novels can be alternatively analyzed as a poetic and political engagements with the urban memory-scape and as memorials in their own right.

